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(By MR. BROTHERTON and MR. CARRIGAN) 

[Passed March 6, 1969; in effect from passage.] 

AN ACT to amend article one, chapter four of the code of West 

Virginia, one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amend

ed, by adding thereto a new section, designated section 

five-a, relating to compelling a witness to give evidence 

that may incriminate or tend to incriminate him and grant

ing him immunity from prosecution resulting therefrom, 

all relating to a committee or commission of the Legisla

ture created by general law or concurrent resolution. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia: 

That article one, chapter four of the code of West Virginia, 

one thousand nine hundred thirty-one, as amended, be amend

ed by adding thereto a new section, designated section five-a, 

to read as follows: 
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ARTICLE 1. OFFICERS, MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES; APPRO

PRIATIONS; INVESTIGATIONS; DISPLAY OF FLAG; 

RECORDS. 

§4-1-Sa. When witness may be compelled to give evidence 

against himself; immunity of witness from prosecu

tion. 

1 In any proceeding by a committee or commission of the 

2 Legislature, created by it by general law or.any concurrent 

3 resolution, which has the authority to issue subpoenas or 

4 subpoenas duces tecum, no person shall be excused from 

5 testifying or from producing documentary or other evi-

6 dence upon the ground that such testimony or evidence 

7 may incriminate or tend to incriminate him, if the commit-

8 tee or commission before which he is examined is of the 

9 opinion that the ends of justice may be promoted by 

10 compelling such testimony or evidence. If, but for this 

11 section, the person would have been excused from so testi-

12 fying or from producing such evidence, then if the person 

13 is so compelled to testify or produce other evidence and if 

14 such testimony or evidence is self-incriminating, such 

15 self-incriminating testimony or evidence shall not be used 
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16 or receivable in evidence against him in any proceeding 

17 against him thereafter taking place other than a prosecu-

18 tion for perjury in the giving of such evidence, and the 

19 person so compelled to testify or furnish evidence shall 

20 not be prosecuted for the offense in regard to which he is 

21 so compelled to testify or furnish evidence, and he shall 

22 have complete legal immunity in regard thereto. 
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